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MESSAGE FROM THE HIGH COMMISSIONER  
 

 

I am very happy to come back to our Brunei friends with the second edition of 

our Newsletter, KNOW INDIA, for the month of May 2026. 

As you can see, this edition has important developments in bilateral relations 

and activities of the High Commission of India. 

In our special features section,  we covered Cheraman Mosque , the oldest 

Mosque of India in Kerala and Indian festival of harvest,  BAISAKHI. 

For food lovers, we included the recipe of GULAB JAMUN,  the all time 

favourite dessert of Bruneians.  To make it easy, the recipe suggested is to make 

gulab jamuns instant ready-made mix, which is available in Brunei.   

From this edition,  we are introducing a new feature Pantun of the month, as 

we share pantun tradition in Brunei and India.  And also a note on similarities in our 

languages.  

To make our young Brunei friends smart and intelligent, we have included a 

panchatantra story of wisdom from ancient India titled The King, Wise Minister 

and the Sweeper. 

I Hope our Brunei friends find this May edition  useful. I will be happy to 

receive your feedback at my email hc.brunei@mea.gov.in. Your feedback will be 

immensely useful for improvement of this publication. 

I Wish you all a happy reading. 

 

(Ramu Abbagani) 
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INDIA-BRUNEI DARUSSALAM: BILATERAL RELATIONS 
 

HIGH COMMISSIONER ALONG WITH ISRO DELEGATION MET WITH MTIC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL, BRUNEI DARUSSALAM  

 
High Commissioner paid a courtsey call on The Hon'ble Datin Seri Paduka Hjh Nor Hashimah Hj 

Mohammed Taib, Attorney General, Brunei Darussalam on 12 May 2026 to discuss issues of 

mutual interest between India and Brunei Darussalam to further strengthen the bilateral 

engagements. 

High Commissioner Mr. 
Ramu Abbagani along with 
ISRO team met with Mr. Haji 
Hairul Mohd Daud bin Hj 
Abdul Karim, Deputy 
Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Transport and 
Info-Communications (MTIC) 
on 12 May 2026 to discuss 
the possible cooperation 
between India and Brunei 
Darussalam in the area of 
Science and Technology. 



5 

 

VISIT TO INSTITUTE OF BRUNEI TECHNICAL EDUCATION  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COURTESY CALL ON DIRECTOR SHHBIDSS  

 
 
 

 

  

The High Commissioner paid a courtesy call on 
Dk Dr. Noor Hasharina binti Pg Haji Hassan, 
Director of Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Institute 
of Defence and Strategic Studies (SHHBIDSS) a 
policy research think tank under the Ministry of 
Defence. 
 
The meeting held on 12 May 2026 provided an 
opportunity to exchange views on regional and 
strategic developments, defence and security 
cooperation, and avenues for enhanced 
academic and institutional collaboration. 

High Commissioner met with the newly 
appointed Third Secretary of the High 
Commission of Brunei Darussalam in New 
Delhi, India on 21 May 2026.  
 
He wished Ms. Siti Nurul Afifah and family 
a pleasant journey and a successful tenure 
ahead. 

MET WITH THIRD SECRETARY OF THE  
HIGH COMMISSION OF BRUNEI 

DARUSSALAM, NEW DELHI  

High Commissioner visited the Institute of 
Brunei Technical Education (IBTE) 
Headquarters on 13 May 2026, where he 
met with the CEO, Dr. Haji Mohd Zamri bin 
Haji Sabli, and members of the faculty. 
 
The visit aimed to strengthen bilateral ties 
and foster collaboration in education, 
skills development, and future 
partnerships of mutual interest. It also 
provided an opportunity to exchange 
insights and discuss avenues for 
cooperation in empowering future-ready 
talent and workforce development. 
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DISCUSSION WITH CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE AITI, BRUNEI DARUSSALAM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE INDIAN BOOK CORNER AT UNISSA  

 
High Commissioner handed over a collection of books to Universiti Islam Sultan Sharif Ali 
(UNISSA), one of Brunei Darussalam’s leading Islamic higher education institutions, during the 
Indian Book Corner Launching Ceremony held at the UNISSA Library on Tuesday, 26 May 2026. 

 
The Indian Book Corner reflects the shared commitment of India and Brunei Darussalam to 
promoting knowledge exchange, cultural understanding, and academic cooperation between 
the two countries. The High Commission of India expresses its sincere appreciation to UNISSA 
for the warm hospitality and excellent arrangements which contributed to the success of the 
event. 

High Commissioner, Shri Ramu Abbagani met 
with Mr. Jailani Buntar, Chief Executive of the 
Authority for Infocommunications Technology 
Industry of Brunei Darussalam (AITI) on 25 
May 2026. 
High Commissioner and Chief Executive 
discussed on possibilities in strengthening the 
cooperation in the digital and ICT sectors 
between India and Brunei Darussalam. 



7 

 

ACTIVITIES OF THE HIGH COMMISSION 

 

CONSULAR CAMP AT KUALA BELAIT  

 
The High Commission of India, Brunei Darussalam organised a Consular Camp at Kuala Belait on 
3 May 2026 in association with the Indian Association Belait. The camp aimed at providing 
consular services and assistance to members of the Indian community. 

 

 
MEETING WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF CYZ SOLUTIONS  

 
High Commissioner met with the representatives of CYZ Solutions, Voltas, Voltech, Polycab, Viva 
& Zahra International on 5 May 2026 to discuss business opportunities in Brunei. 
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ATTENDED INAUGURATION CEREMONY OF CYZ SOLUTIONS IN JERUDONG  

 
The High Commissioner attended the inauguration ceremony of CYZ Solutions in Jerudong, 
Brunei on 6 May 2026. The company has expanded its operations in Brunei through 
collaborations with Indian firms, including Voltas, Voltech, Polycab, Viva, and Zahra International 
(Red Eagle). 

 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
He also said that this should further lead to more collaborations between India and Brunei and 
contribute to manufacturing in Brunei Darussalam and the vision of 'Wawasan Brunei 2035' of 
His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam. 
 

 

ATTENDED LAUNCHING CEREMONY  

 
High Commissioner attended the launching ceremony of renovation work of Indian community 
cemetery at Berakas managed by BSB Indian Association on 10 May 2026. 

 
 

High Commissioner, in his remarks, said 
that this is the real diplomacy (Economic 
Diplomacy) in action and contributes to 
the vision of Honorable Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi 3Ts (Trade, Tourism 
and Technology).  
 
He congratulated both Brunei and Indian 
businessmen for working together for 
bringing high quality Indian products to 
Brunei Darussalam.  
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Interactive Session with Indian Students of Laksamana College of Business 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MEDIA CURTAIN RAISER OF IDY 2026  

 
  

 
 
 
 
  

The High Commission of India hosted an 
interactive session with Indian students of 
Laksamana College of Business at the 
Chancery premises on 10 May 2026.  

 
The High Commissioner addressed the 
students and faculty members with 
opening remarks and engaged in a 
meaningful interaction, responding to 
their queries and sharing valuable insights.  

A Media Curtain Raiser cum 
coordination meeting was held 
on 15 May 2026 at the High 
Commission in the presence of 
the High Commissioner, bringing 
together Yoga experts, media 
content creators, and members 
of various Indian associations in 
Brunei. 
The meeting included a detailed 
briefing on the schedule and 
activities planned for IDY 2026, 
which will be organised at the 
High Commission of India on 
21st June 2026. Participants also 
shared valuable ideas and 
suggestions to make this year’s 
celebrations a grand success.  

 



10 

 

VISIT TO M/S DOUBLE M  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CURTAIN RAISER OF IDY 2026 AT  LAKSAMANA COLLEGE OF BUSINESS  

 
A Curtain Raiser event for the International Day of Yoga (IDY) 2026 was organised on 21 May 
2026 at Laksamana College of Business, Brunei Darussalam. The event was graced by the 
presence of the High Commissioner of India, Shri Ramu Abbagani, and the Director (Academics) 
of Laksamana College of Business. 
 
The programme commenced with the opening address by the High Commissioner, who 
highlighted the essence and importance of Yoga in promoting physical well-being, mental 
balance, and inner harmony. He also encouraged everyone to participate in the International 
Day of Yoga celebrations to be held on 21 June 2026 at the High Commission of India.  

 
A Yoga session featuring the practice of Asanas and Pranayama was conducted by Dr. Ujjwal 
Maske, Yoga Teacher at the High Commission of India, offering participants an enriching 
experience of India’s timeless wellness tradition.  
 

 
  

High Commissioner visited Double M 
whole sale Indian grocery store owned 
by Mr Sajeer Thameem and interacted 
with his team. This company brings 
important brands such as Britannia 
Industries , Arun ice cream, MDH Spices , 
Everest Spices , Eastern brand of spices 
and spices etc. High Commissioner 
congratulated them for good work they 
are doing and encouraged them to 
continue to bring High quality products 
from India. 

https://www.facebook.com/ramu.abbagani.2025?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbTDSMKw_2HLc3Wo9gxU0p2Lxc1EHlOZhhfzsaHgOfRIx9gtpsh8f1jBjs7_ONwdnMDN1kvr2fKbJCqOwMbYHy6DvWeQrP0UFM2FwSjV7GLmOKveu805QtAYxzSdunO4_Hqq7SNDyG5PAQ3ZUh5Y1oERXhzI_Z3cQNqDaqYujQ87VCvtz3azu7uPcHHnV_rGTs&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ujjwal.maske.9?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbTDSMKw_2HLc3Wo9gxU0p2Lxc1EHlOZhhfzsaHgOfRIx9gtpsh8f1jBjs7_ONwdnMDN1kvr2fKbJCqOwMbYHy6DvWeQrP0UFM2FwSjV7GLmOKveu805QtAYxzSdunO4_Hqq7SNDyG5PAQ3ZUh5Y1oERXhzI_Z3cQNqDaqYujQ87VCvtz3azu7uPcHHnV_rGTs&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ujjwal.maske.9?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbTDSMKw_2HLc3Wo9gxU0p2Lxc1EHlOZhhfzsaHgOfRIx9gtpsh8f1jBjs7_ONwdnMDN1kvr2fKbJCqOwMbYHy6DvWeQrP0UFM2FwSjV7GLmOKveu805QtAYxzSdunO4_Hqq7SNDyG5PAQ3ZUh5Y1oERXhzI_Z3cQNqDaqYujQ87VCvtz3azu7uPcHHnV_rGTs&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/BritanniaIndustriesLimited?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbi9rfzRVB4VeOhUC08eoW0OTrjYJFyot1xAD0K7JAUVoF94x7zkkWDuPGlvXtVc0rUlBZ3KbAeyPM6JrVb9hGSw_3oyaHiimafnXMyzvF36ysS1Y95mwloZYTH6GEcRbbG5kdPh1_GM9hT71kZQAeDIR98B2iohUOaPc_euO_mTQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/BritanniaIndustriesLimited?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbi9rfzRVB4VeOhUC08eoW0OTrjYJFyot1xAD0K7JAUVoF94x7zkkWDuPGlvXtVc0rUlBZ3KbAeyPM6JrVb9hGSw_3oyaHiimafnXMyzvF36ysS1Y95mwloZYTH6GEcRbbG5kdPh1_GM9hT71kZQAeDIR98B2iohUOaPc_euO_mTQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/mdhspicesofficial?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbi9rfzRVB4VeOhUC08eoW0OTrjYJFyot1xAD0K7JAUVoF94x7zkkWDuPGlvXtVc0rUlBZ3KbAeyPM6JrVb9hGSw_3oyaHiimafnXMyzvF36ysS1Y95mwloZYTH6GEcRbbG5kdPh1_GM9hT71kZQAeDIR98B2iohUOaPc_euO_mTQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/everestspices?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbi9rfzRVB4VeOhUC08eoW0OTrjYJFyot1xAD0K7JAUVoF94x7zkkWDuPGlvXtVc0rUlBZ3KbAeyPM6JrVb9hGSw_3oyaHiimafnXMyzvF36ysS1Y95mwloZYTH6GEcRbbG5kdPh1_GM9hT71kZQAeDIR98B2iohUOaPc_euO_mTQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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VISIT TO MENDARAM BESAR LONG HOUSE, LABI  
 
High Commissioner visited Mendaram Besar Longhouse on 31 May 2026 and interacted with 
Iban Community in a programme organised by a team of members from Malayali community. 
The Iban community also celebrated HARI GAWAI. High Commissioner planted a lemon tree 
saplings in the premises of Long House to mark India's initiative of 'EK PED MAA KE NAAM'. 
 
The Iban community in Labi, Belait District, is a prominent indigenous group in Brunei known for 
preserving rich Borneo traditions.  

 
High Commissioner presented books on India to Children of Iban community. He spoke on 
strong cultural bonds between India and Brunei and invited them to visit India by taking 
advantage of direct flight between Brunei and Chennai. 
 

 
 

INDIAN FILM FESTIVAL  

Screening of Indian films commenced at the Multi-purpose Hall of the High Commission on 10 

April 2026 with the movie Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge. Subsequently, Queen and Hichki were 

screened on 8 and 22 May 2026 respectively. 
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DISCOVER INDIA:  
CHERAMAN JUMA MASJID: INDIA'S FIRST MOSQUE 

 

Located in Kodungallur, Kerala, the Cheraman Juma Masjid is widely regarded as the first 

mosque in India. Built in 629 CE during the lifetime of Prophet Muhammad, it stands as a 

remarkable symbol of India's centuries-old tradition of religious harmony and cultural exchange. 

According to tradition, the mosque was established by Malik ibn Dinar, an Arab missionary, 

following the wishes of Cheraman Perumal, the ruler of the ancient Chera Kingdom. It is 

believed that the king travelled to Arabia, embraced Islam, and requested that a mosque be built 

in his homeland. This unique story reflects the peaceful arrival of Islam in India through trade, 

dialogue, and mutual respect. 

Unlike conventional Islamic structures, the mosque was originally built in the traditional 

architectural style of Kerala, featuring sloping tiled roofs, carved wooden interiors, and brass oil 

lamps. One of its enduring traditions is the lighting of an ancient brass lamp, maintained with 

coconut oil and revered by people of different faiths. Today, the Cheraman Juma Masjid remains 

an important place of worship and a cherished heritage site. It attracts visitors from around the 

world and stands as a living testament to India's pluralistic ethos, cultural diversity, and long 

history of peaceful coexistence. 

Travel Route Options: 

▪ Brunei – Chennai – Kochi 

▪ Brunei – Singapore – Kochi 

▪ Brunei – Kuala Lumpur – Kochi  
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PANCHATANTRA STORY: THE KING, WISE MINISTER & SWEEPER  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next morning, when he was sweeping the king's chamber, he deliberately muttered. "O the 
innocent king. I pity he does not know the juicy gossip about the minister and the queen." The 
king, who was half asleep, sprang up. "What the hell are you saying?" asked he. "O Sir, I had a 
sleepless night. I was in a daze," said the sweeper. But this was enough to make the king 
suspicious. 
 
After he left, the king said to himself, "The sweeper can be the most authentic source of such 
news. He visits all the rooms of the palace." From that day, the king started snubbing the 
minister. The minister was shocked but on second thoughts, he guessed that the sweeper was 
somehow responsible for it. "I insulted him and he took revenge. Now I have to please him. 
Only he can repair the damages he has caused in my life," the minister thought. 
 
So one day, he gave the sweeper a cordial invitation to lunch and said. "My friend, please 
forgive me. I know I insulted you. But I did not realise that. Please take the silk clothes as gifts. 
Come and join me for lunch." The sweeper was pleased. He thought. "The minister is always 
just. It was I who committed a mistake that day."  
 
Now, the sweeper was happy and was determined to revise the king's attitude towards the 
minister. He went to the king's chamber one day, when the king was sleeping, and muttered, 
"Oh! The king is having an affair with a housemaid. What a shame!" The king was disgusted to 
hear such a rumour. He scolded the sweeper loudly. The sweeper said, "Forgive me Sir, I had a 
sleepless night. I was muttering in a daze." 
 
The king realised his mistake. Based on the sweeper's mutterings, he had ignored the best 
minister in his court. The king called the minister and they were on good terms once again.  

Once upon a time, a 
minister invited the king 
to his daughter's 
wedding. When the king 
arrived with the royal 
family, the minister 
guided him to a special 
seat. But, the minister 
was embarrassed to find 
the sweeper sitting 
there. Angry, he scolded 
the sweeper publicly. 
The sweeper felt 
humiliated and planned 
to take revenge. 
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MALAY- INDIAN LANGUAGES SIMILARITIES  

PANTUN OF THE MONTH  
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES  

 

Sl. No.  Name of the Event  Description  Date 

IN BRUNEI 

1 Indian Mango Festival 

2:00 to 2:30 pm – Arrival & Registration 

2:30 to 4:00 pm – Virtual Buyer Sellar Meet 

4:00 to 5:00 pm – Mango Promotion & Tasting 

10 July 2026 

2 
80th Independance Day 

HCI, Brunei 

7:00 am to 8:00 am - Gathering 

8:00 am to 8:30 am - Flag hoisting 

8:30 am to 10:00 am - Cultural events 

15 Aug. 2026 

3 
Indian Community Fun 

Fair, HCI, Brunei 

A platform for cultural celebration, community 

bonding, and promotion of Indian heritage 
19 Sept. 2026 

IN INDIA 

1 

Seafood Expo Bharat 

2026 

Chennai 

It brings together exhibitors, delegates, and 

trade visitors – offering a unique opportunity to 

expeirence the dynamism of the Indian seafood 

sector. 

1 to 3 July 

2026 

2 
Bharat Tex 2026 

New Delhi 

Bharat Tex Trade Federation (BTTF) with the 

support of the Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of 

India will be organising Bharat Tex 2026 

14 to 17 July 

2026 

3 

62nd IHGF Delhi Fair – 

Autumn 2026 

India Expo Centre & 

Mart, Delhi NCR, India 

India’s premier sourcing destination 

showcasing exquisite handicrafts, home décor, 

lifestyle products, furnishings, fashion 

accessories, furniture, gifts and much more 

13 to 17 Oct. 

2026 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 

 

 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS INQUIRIES, PLEASE WRITE TO US 

Shri Ramu Abbagani (High Commissioner) – hc.brunei@mea.gov.in 

Ms. Shubhra Chauhan (Attache Commerce) - com.brunei@mea.gov.in 

 
 

FOR YOUR CONSULAR INQUIRIES, PLEASE WRITE TO US 

Shri Shekh Samim (Attache Admin. & Consular) – cons.brunei@mea.gov.in 

 
 

HOW TO APPLY FOR INDIA VISA 

Apply for Regular Visa at - https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa/index.html 
Apply for Electronic Visa at - https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/evisa/tvoa.html 

 

 
-EDITOR OF NEWSLETTER- 

Dr. Ujjwal Arun Maske 

Teacher of Indian Culture – Yoga 

High Commission of India, Brunei Darussalam 

 

 
-PUBLISHER- 

High Commission of India, Lot No. 62514, 

Simpang 336, Diplomatic Enclave, 

Jalan Duta, Bandar Seri Begawan, 

BC4115, Brunei Darussalam 

 
 

Website: www.hcindiabrunei.gov.in 

@HCIBrunei  India in Brunei Darussalam @hcibrunei  

mailto:hc.brunei@mea.gov.in
mailto:com.brunei@mea.gov.in
mailto:cons.brunei@mea.gov.in
https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa/index.html
https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/evisa/tvoa.html
https://l.instagram.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hcindiabrunei.gov.in%2F%3Futm_source%3Dig%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_content%3Dlink_in_bio%26fbclid%3DPAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQPOTM2NjE5NzQzMzkyNDU5AAGnxwpYQQadwLDPeLMNH6RUYVl3Wgx3BvEZwQmDzTdKwOpiqEl-bdYTrdUkYBI_aem_DpqMauX9AGspYpD39AjyFg&e=AUCl_cLRH7JF9tsydRUu3dqEznATP_q02MGed9jLXgDNKlurf7c6DWn7e8RAXXDO5iB-7QKuKeim_LNKJfCKvlJH4gscBsCXWc9jP8qkqAoSJ4Grfx6P998WxBwKGX4
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MUNNAR – THE EMERALD PARADISE OF KERALA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nestled in the Western Ghats, Munnar is Kerala's breathtaking hill station, renowned for its rolling tea 
plantations, mist-covered mountains, sparkling waterfalls, and rich biodiversity. It’s cool climate, scenic 
beauty, and tranquil atmosphere make Munnar a perfect destination for nature lovers, adventure seekers, 
and those seeking peace amidst nature. 


