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MESSAGE FROM THE HIGH COMMISSIONER  

I am happy to present the fourth edition of our newsletter, KNOW INDIA, for the 

month of July 2026. The most important development in bilateral relations was meeting 

the External Affairs Minister of India Dr. S. Jaishankar and Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Brunei Darussalam HRH Prince Mateen in the Philippines on the sidelines of the ASEAN 

Foreign Ministers meeting.  

July is the special month in Brunei Darussalam as we celebrate His Majesty's 

birthday on 15 July. This year is extra special as we celebrate the 80th birthday of His 

Majesty. My wife Pushpa Abbagani and I are privileged to be part of the birthday 

celebrations.  

With this edition, we are introducing two new features. One is MANN KI BAAT- 

A monthly address of our Honourable Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. We included 

the main features of Mann ki Baat. Another feature is the introduction of Indian 

companies in Brunei Darussalam. In this edition, we have YMRM Group. 

High Commission organised the first ever Indian Mango Festival with five 

varieties of Mangoes imported from India. The festival included a mango tasting session 

and a virtual Buyer-Seller meet. We also extended the Mango Festival in eight Indian 

restaurants in Brunei Darussalam. I am very happy to receive very positive feedback from 

our Brunei friends about the high quality and delicious taste of Indian Mangoes.  

As we have a direct flight between Brunei and Chennai run by Royal Brunei 

Airlines, we have decided to include Chennai and Mahabalipuram as tourism destinations 

in this edition. Our other regular features include the Krishna Janmashtami festival, 

which is celebrated to mark the birthday of Lord Krishna and the recipe of the popular 

Indian sweet Suji Ka Halwa. For our young friends, we included a Panchatantra story 

titled “The tale of two cats." For Quiz lovers, we have included the questions  used in the 

fourth Know India Quiz Contest organised by High Commission from 20 to 24 July 2026 

so that you can test your knowledge about India by  using this quiz. 

I hope our Brunei friends like this edition, and I wish you all a very happy reading.  
   

Thank you! 

 

(Ramu Abbagani) 

High Commissioner 
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INDIA-Brunei Darussalam: Bilateral Relations 
 

80th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF HIS MAJESTY SULTAN   

High Commissioner and his spouse attended national day parade to mark 80th birthday 

celebrations of His Majesty the Sultan on 15 July 2026. Also they attended an investiture 

ceremony at Istana.  

   
 

 

MEETING WITH THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN ASEAN  

 

 

 

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. 

Jaishankar met His Royal 

Highness Prince Abdul Mateen, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Brunei Darussalam, and 

congratulated him on assuming 

his current responsibilities. 

The meeting underscored the 

immense opportunities presented 

by rapidly evolving technologies, 

including Artificial Intelligence 

(AI), drones, and digital 

innovation, as new avenues for 

bilateral cooperation. Both sides 

also reaffirmed their commitment 

to advancing the bilateral agenda 

in line with India's Act East 

Policy and further strengthening 

multilateral engagement within 

the ASEAN framework. 
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Activities of the High Commission 

 

FAREWELL TO DR. & MRS. KABEER AT INDIA HOUSE  
 
High Commissioner gave farewell to Dr & Mrs Kabeer at India House on 5 July 2026. 

Honourable Minister of Health Dato Isham was the chief guest. 

 

  
 
INDIAN MANGO FESTIVAL 2026  

The Indian Mango Festival 2026 was successfully organised at the High Commission of India, 

Brunei Darussalam on 10 July 2026, bringing together Indian exporters and Bruneian importers 

through a Buyer-Seller Meet (BSM) held in virtual mode. 

The event commenced with a welcome address by High Commissioner followed by insightful 

interactions between exporters and importers, fostering meaningful business engagement. 

Chairman, APEDA, also addressed the participants and highlighted India's commitment to 

promoting premium-quality mango exports. 

Following the BSM, Bruneians, members of the diplomatic corps, and the Indian community 

enjoyed a special Indian Mango Tasting Session, featuring five celebrated varieties of Indian 

mangoes: Dasheri, Langra, Chausa, Amrapali, Mallika. The festival showcased the exceptional 

taste, quality, and diversity of Indian mangoes while strengthening agricultural and trade ties 

between India and Brunei Darussalam. 
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CONSULAR CAMP AT KUALA BELAIT  

 

 

MEETING WITH STAKEHOLDERS OF NAMASTE BRUNEI FESTIVAL 2026  

A productive stakeholder meeting for the upcoming Namaste Brunei Festival 2026 – Indian 

Community Fun Fair was held on 20 July 2026 under the chairmanship of the High 

Commissioner of India, Brunei Darussalam. 

The High Commissioner briefed all stakeholders on the festival plans and encouraged their 

active participation to make the event a grand success. He also welcomed valuable suggestions 

from the participants, reflecting the spirit of collaboration and community engagement. 

 

   
 

The High Commission successfully organised a 

Consular Camp on 12 July 2026 at the Indian 

Association, Kuala Belait. The camp aimed to 

provide accessible, efficient and convenient 

consular services to members of the Indian 

community residing in and around Kuala Belait. 

 

The High Commission organises such Consular 

Camps in Kuala Belait from time to time as part 

of its continued efforts to bring consular services 

closer to the Indian community.  
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4TH KNOW INDIA QUIZ CONTEST  
 

High Commission organised fourth Know India Quiz Contest from 20 to 24 July 2026. 

Following are the questions used in the contest. Readers can test their knowledge about India by 

participating in the quiz. 
 

                    
 

                   
 
HOSTED DINNER AT INDIA HOUSE  
 

High Commissioner hosted dinner on 28 July 2026 at India House to Mrs. Neetu Kumari Prasad, 

Additional Secretary (Revenue), Ministry of Finance of India, leader of Indian delegation at Asia 

Pacific Group meeting on Financial Action Task Force in Brunei. Honourable Finance Minister 

of Brunei Dato Amin and Datin were the chief guests. 
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LECTURE ON AYURVEDA – “SCIENCE OF LIFE”  
 

The High Commission organised a lecture on Ayurveda – “Science of Life” on 31 July 2026, 

with the participation of more than 35 attendees. High Commissioner Shri Ramu Abbagani 

highlighted the importance of food and sleep in our lives and explained the concepts of the five 

elements, three doshas and six tastes in simple and practical terms. 
 

Dr. Jyoti Jha, invited speaker, provided an insightful overview of Ayurveda, covering its 

objectives, five elements, three doshas, seven dhatus, mala, causes of imbalance, body 

constitutions, Prakriti analysis, Ayurvedic examinations and therapeutics. The informative 

session concluded with an engaging Q&A session, allowing participants to interact and deepen 

their understanding of Ayurveda and its holistic approach to health and well-being. 
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Discover India: CHENNAI MAHABALIPURAM   
 

Chennai and Mahabalipuram, located on the scenic southeastern coast of India, offer travellers a 

captivating blend of history, culture, spirituality and natural beauty. Chennai, the vibrant capital 

of Tamil Nadu, is known for its rich cultural heritage, magnificent temples, colonial landmarks, 

bustling markets and beautiful Marina Beach. Visitors can experience the city’s classical music 

and dance traditions, savour authentic South Indian cuisine and explore attractions such as 

Kapaleeshwarar Temple and Fort St. George. 

A short drive along the picturesque East Coast Road takes visitors to Mahabalipuram, a 

UNESCO World Heritage destination renowned for its magnificent rock-cut temples and ancient 

monuments. The iconic Shore Temple, overlooking the Bay of Bengal, the impressive Five 

Rathas and the remarkable Arjuna’s Penance showcase the extraordinary artistic and architectural 

achievements of the Pallava dynasty. 

Together, Chennai and Mahabalipuram provide a memorable journey through India’s glorious 

past and vibrant present. Whether exploring ancient heritage, relaxing by the sea or enjoying 

delicious cuisine, this destination offers an unforgettable experience for every traveller. 

   
 

   

Travel Route Options: 

▪ Brunei – Chennai 

▪ Brunei – Singapore – Chennai  

▪ Brunei – Kuala Lumpur – Chennai 
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Prime Minister’s Mann Ki Baat: 

 

In the 136th episode of Mann Ki Baat, broadcast on 26 July 2026, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

highlighted India’s growing achievements in various fields, including sports, science, and space. 

 

Every Indian is filled with pride following the successful launch of ‘Vikram-1’. All of us Indians 

were witness to this historic moment for India’s space sector. It is India’s first rocket developed 

by the private sector. Our young innovators achieved something that was once difficult to even 

imagine… they displayed remarkable skill, passion, and patience. For a long time, our space 

sector remained closed to the private sector, denying many interested young people the 

opportunity to showcase their talent. Keeping the interests of the youth in mind, we opened up 

the space sector to private enterprise, and today, the world is witnessing the results. 

 

 
 

   

Our youth have achieved remarkable feats in 

sports recently. PV Sindhu has become the first 

Indian to win the Japan Open title in 

badminton; the entire nation is proud of this 

achievement of hers. The Indian women’s 

cricket team also won its first-ever Test match 

at the Lord’s stadium in London. This is a 

historic victory; our team won the match by a 

massive margin of 270 runs. But that is not all 

– in the long history of Lord’s, this was the first 

Test match played by a women’s team. It was 

on this very ground that India won her first 

Cricket World Cup in 1983. Now, our ‘Nari 

Shakti’ has brought glory to the nation there. 
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Indian Festival: KRISHNA JANMASHTAMI  
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Indian Cuisine: SUJI KA HALWA   
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Yoga Essence: BHUJANGASANA   
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Indian Company in Brunei: YMRM GROUP  
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Panchatantra Story: THE TALE OF THE TWO CATS  

 
A poor old woman once lived in a hut with a small, thin cat. The cat lived on the measly leftovers 

and thin watery gruel that the old woman occasionally gave him. 

 

One morning, the thin cat saw a fat cat walking along the wall of the opposite house. The thin cat 

called out to him, "My friend, it seems you get to feast every day at a banquet. Please, tell me 

where you find so much food." 

 

The fat cat said, "At the king's table, of course. Every day, before the king sits down to eat, I hide 

under the table and steal the tasty pieces that fall off the table." The thin cat sighed longingly, and 

the fat cat said, "I can take you to the king's palace tomorrow. But remember, once we are there, 

you will have to fend for yourself." 

 

"Oh thank you!" purred the thin cat joyfully, and ran to tell his mistress. 

The old woman was far from happy to hear him. "I beg you," she pleaded with her cat, "stay 

home and be content with your gruel. What will happen if the royal servants catch you stealing?" 

But the thin cat was so greedy that he paid no heed, and the two cats left for the palace next day. 

 

It had so happened that the day before, cats had invaded the king's banquet hall in such large 

numbers that the angry king had issued an order to kill any cat that enters his palace. 

 

As the fat cat was sneaking in through the window, another cat, who was fleeing, warned him of 

the king's orders. The fat cat escaped, but the thin cat was already in the banquet hall. Excited, he 

leapt through the window to snatch a piece of fish, but a royal servant saw him and killed him. 
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Pantun of the Month:  

 

 
 
 

Malay-Indian Languages Similarities 
  

1) Singa (Malay) – Simha (Lion)/ स िंह (Sanskrit) 

2) Angsa (Malay) – Hamsa (Swan)/ हिं  (Sanskrit) 

3) Puspa (Malay) – Pushpa (Flower)/ पुष्प (Sanskrit) 

4) Gajah (Malay) – Gajah (Elephant)/ गज: (Sanskrit) 

5) Singgahsana (Malay) – Simhasan (Throne)/ स िंहा न (Hindi)  

6) Bijaksana (Malay) – Vichakshana (wisdom)/ सिचक्षण (Hindi) 

7) Budiman (Malay) – Buddhiman (Intelligent)/ बुद्धिमान (Hindi) 
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FORTH COMING ACTIVITIES  

 

Sl. No.  Name of the Event  Description  Date 

IN BRUNEI 

1 
5th Round of Know India 

Quiz Contest  

Readers can test their knowledge about India 

by participating in the quiz. Top 5 winners of 

the Know India Quiz contest will win 

interesting prizes! 

7 – 11 Sept. 

2026 

2 

Namaste Brunei Festival 

(Indian Community Fun 

Fair), Onecity Shopping 

Center, Brunei 

A platform for cultural celebration, community 

bonding, and promotion of Indian rich 

heritage, cuisine, shopping and entertainment 

19 - 20 Sept. 

2026 

3 Indian Film Festival Indian Films will be screened in Cineplex  
19 - 20 Sept. 

2026 

IN INDIA 

1 

Bharatiya Vyapar Mahotsav, 

Bharat Mandapam, New 

Delhi 

India’s largest Made in India Multi-Sectorial 

Business Expo. A platform to connect with 

Buyers and Sellers. 

12-15 

August 2026 

2 

89th Edition of Know India 

Programme for Scholars and 

Innovators 

PIO, OCI, or NRI aged 18–23 years can apply  

to explore India's rich heritage, dynamic 

growth, and vibrant culture 

15 – 29 

Sept. 2026 

3 

62nd IHGF Delhi Fair – 

Autumn 2026 

India Expo Centre & Mart, 

Delhi, India 

India’s premier sourcing destination 

showcasing exquisite handicrafts, home décor, 

lifestyle products, furnishings, fashion 

accessories, furniture, gifts and much more 

13 - 17 Oct. 

2026 

4 

25th Annual Conference of 

the Indian Association of 

Social Science Institutions 

(IASSI), Nalanda University, 

Rajgir, Bihar 

Researchers, practitioners, and social scientists 

are invited to submit both conceptual and 

empirical papers addressing a variety of topics 

and sub-themes aligned with the conference 

themes. 

26–28 

October 

2026 

5 

11th World Ayurveda 

Congress & Arogya Expo, 

Bhubaneshwar, Odisha, India 

The event will bring together the “Who’s 

Who“ of the Ayurveda sector and thousands of 

Ayurveda stakeholders from across the world. 

11-13 

December 

2026 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 

 
 

FOR YOUR BUSINESS INQUIRIES, PLEASE WRITE TO US 

Shri Ramu Abbagani (High Commissioner) – hc.brunei@mea.gov.in 

Ms. Shubhra Chauhan (Attache Commerce) - com.brunei@mea.gov.in 

 
 

FOR YOUR CONSULAR INQUIRIES, PLEASE WRITE TO US 

Shri Shekh Samim (Attache Admin. & Consular) – cons.brunei@mea.gov.in 
 

 
HOW TO APPLY FOR INDIA VISA 

Apply for Regular Visa at - https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa/index.html 

Apply for Electronic Visa at - https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/evisa/tvoa.html 
 
 

-EDITOR OF NEWSLETTER- 

Dr. Ujjwal Arun Maske 

Teacher of Indian Culture – Yoga 

High Commission of India, Brunei Darussalam 

 
 

-PUBLISHER- 

High Commission of India, Lot No. 62514, 

Simpang 336, Diplomatic Enclave, 

Jalan Duta, Bandar Seri Begawan, 

BC4115, Brunei Darussalam 

 
 

Website: www.hcindiabrunei.gov.in 

@HCIBrunei  India in Brunei Darussalam @hcibrunei  

mailto:hc.brunei@mea.gov.in
mailto:com.brunei@mea.gov.in
mailto:cons.brunei@mea.gov.in
https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa/index.html
https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/evisa/tvoa.html
https://l.instagram.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hcindiabrunei.gov.in%2F%3Futm_source%3Dig%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_content%3Dlink_in_bio%26fbclid%3DPAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQPOTM2NjE5NzQzMzkyNDU5AAGnxwpYQQadwLDPeLMNH6RUYVl3Wgx3BvEZwQmDzTdKwOpiqEl-bdYTrdUkYBI_aem_DpqMauX9AGspYpD39AjyFg&e=AUCl_cLRH7JF9tsydRUu3dqEznATP_q02MGed9jLXgDNKlurf7c6DWn7e8RAXXDO5iB-7QKuKeim_LNKJfCKvlJH4gscBsCXWc9jP8qkqAoSJ4Grfx6P998WxBwKGX4
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The Taj Mahal, India’s timeless symbol of love, invites travellers from across the world to 

experience its breathtaking beauty. This UNESCO World Heritage masterpiece dazzles with its 

elegant white marble, intricate craftsmanship and enchanting riverside setting.  


